Esophagectomy and gastric pull-up in patients with previous free jejunal transfer.
Several options exist for reconstruction after total esophagectomy in patients with esophageal carcinoma. However, the options for a major resection after previous head and neck surgery in these patients are extremely limited. The procedure performed in 2 patients requiring esophagectomy after resection for previous head and neck malignancies is described. Both patients underwent previous chemoradiation therapy and free jejunal transfer for hypopharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma. Esophagectomy and reconstruction with a cervical gastrojejunal anastomosis combined with deltopectoral flaps were performed after the diagnosis of esophageal disease. Soft tissue defects were closed with a modified deltopectoral flap using de-epithelization. The deltopectoral flap is effective not only for cutaneous resurfacing, but also to promote delayed wound healing after radiation therapy. This report demonstrates a useful multidisciplinary approach for resection and reconstruction in patients after a previous free jejunal transfer.